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again upon his head. This great king ruled sixteen years and, dying in
the thirty-second year of his age, left the kingdom to his eldest son, Edward
the Martyr. The death of that pious young prince was a grievous affliction
to St Dunstan, who, when he crowned his younger brother in 979, fore-
told the weakness and the dreadful calamities of his reign. The Welsh
bishops had always been governed by the Archbishop of St David's till
about the year 983, when we find Gacon consecrated Bishop of Landaff by
St Dunstan; from which time the see of St David's lost its metropolitical
jurisdiction.

St Dunstan frequently visited the churches over the whole kingdom,

everywhere preaching and instructing the faithful with great zeal.    Such

was the dignity and eloquence with which he delivered the word of God

that few were so hardened as to withstand the power of his exhortations.

He employed his revenues in relieving the poor; he reconciled differences,

refuted errors, and laboured incessantly in extirpating vices and abuses.

But neither the care of his church nor the attendance he was obliged often

to give to the state made him ever forget to find time for holy prayer and

retirement;  and after the occupations of the day he watched late at night

in the private communications of his soul with God.   Glastonbury was his

dearest solitude, and thither he would often retire from the world to devote

himself entirely to heavenly contemplation.   At Canterbury it was always

his custom to visit in the night, even in the coldest weather, the Church

of St Austin, without the walls, and that of the Blessed Virgin adjoining

to it.    Finding himself taken ill in that city, he prepared himself for his

last hour by redoubling his fervour in all his practices of penance and

devotion.    On the feast of the Ascension of our Lord he' preached thrice

on that triumphant mystery, exhorting all to follow our Redeemer and

Head in spirit and desire.   Whilst he spoke, his countenance, like that of

Moses coming down from the mount, seemed to shine and dart forth

rays of light.    In the close of the last discourse he begged the prayers

of his audience, and told his flock that God called him from them.   At

which words all that heard him were filled with inexpressible grief.   In the

afternoon he went again to the church and appointed a place for his burial;

then he took to his bed, and on the Saturday following, the I9th of May,

having received the Viaticum, he calmly expired; closing his corporeal eyes

to the world and at the same instant opening those of his soul to behold

God with his angels in glory.   His death happened the I9th of May 988,

the sixty-fourth of his age and the twenty-seventh of his archiepiscopal

dignity.   He was buried in his own cathedral in the place he had appointed.

John of Glastonbury relates that his bones were translated to Glastonbury

in 1012, two years after the martyrdom of St Elphege;  but this at most

could only be true of some portion thereof, for in  1508 Archbishop

Warham found his relics remaining under his monument, which was then